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1.Introduction

Power Apps and Power Automate

Power Apps and Power Automate are products of Microsoft that allow the
creation of apps and step-by-step procedures for these apps to operate on. Power
Apps is a tool that is primarily made to create apps and provides types of assets
such as User Interface, data collection, flow initializer, debug menu, and etc..
Power Automate is an app that is primarily made to make and handle flows. Flows
are instructions that can be given to a created app that informs the app what actions
should be taken when a specific event or interaction takes place, such as a store
page relaying back all products the user placed in a cart when they click checkout.
Power Automate is typically the backbone of what is made in Power Apps and thus
does not need to have as much time on that app than Power Apps.

2.Installation

Power Automate

Power Automate utilizes a type of coding known as Low-Code/No-Code,
which allows the user to create a product by using interfaces that have tools that
can help generate the code. As such, there is no need to download a compiler nor is
the user required to know any forms of coding.



Power Automate is also an app that is found as a website and thus is not
necessary to download its software version. To access the site, go to the search
engines url search bar and type in the following:
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/products/power-automate

Typing “Power Automate” or clicking on the link prepared above should send you
to this website:

On the top right of the page, click “Sign in”. To use power automate, one must
have a Microsoft account, but using your FIU student email will also work in
logging in.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/products/power-automate


After signing in, the page should look like this:

Congratulations, you have successfully gained access to Power Automate.
Everytime you need to enter this site, simply follow the steps mentioned earlier and
you can begin working.

Power Apps

Power Apps is completely similar in accessing as that of Power Automate.
Just like Automate, Apps uses Low-Code/No-Code format meaning that there is no
language comprehension nor compiler that is needed to operate on the service. The
app is available on any search engine just like Power Automate.

To begin, search Microsoft Power Apps in your preferred search engine or click on
the following link:



https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/products/power-apps

Clicking on the link will take to the following site:

Click on the “Sign in” button to log in. Use your FIU email as well to log in. The
results after logging in should present you with this page:

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/products/power-apps


After getting to this page you are ready to begin working on your project.

Environment
An environment is a database that houses all created canvas apps and features. To
ensure that you are in the correct environment where the project will be located,
look on the top right of the page and see if for the environment it says “Florida
International University (Upgrade)”.



If it is not selected, then click on the “Environment” box and click on the
appropriate environment which will be located in “Other environments”

3.Maintenance
Since both Power Automate and Power Apps are found as websites, there is no
need for you to be manually updating the apps if needed as Microsoft is handling it
automatically. The only form of actual maintenance that is needed from you is to
ensure that the flow and the app created are compatible with each other and can
operate without any issues.

Flow Maintenance
The canvas app created will most likely have flows connected to it to ensure the
app is able to perform complex actions, such as creating channels in Microsoft
Teams for example. Microsoft has given the ability to allow users to see whether



their created flow has run or not during the interaction of the app and will note if
any errors have been made.

To begin, Go to and log into the Microsoft Power Apps website. After logging in,
look to the left where a select column can be found and chose “Solutions”

You will be then taken to a page that has several apps and features created by the
users of the FIU environment. Search for an app that says
FIU_STARS_CAPSTONE2_SPR24 or anything very similar to it.



Clicking it will take you to a page that will present many content of the app, such
as the canvas apps and features. You will know which is a flow if in the same row
as the name of the feature it says “cloud flow”. Clicking on the name of the flow
will present a page that describes what the flow is, who is capable of editing it,
who is the primary owner, and primarily the run history. In the run history, if a run
is highlighted in green, then the flow has been used without incident. If it is red
however, then that means there is an error that prevents the flow from working
properly.

To see what went wrong, click on the date that the flow was running on which
failed. Clicking on it will take you to a page that reveals the low-code creation of
the flow and marking on each step of the flow. The green mark states that the step



is operating correctly and the red mark states that the step ran into an error and
stopped working. The run history does a good job in troubleshooting the issue and
will inform you the reason as to why a particular step didn’t work.

To edit the flow to make the appropriate changes on it, you can either click edit in
the flow preview screen which will take you to the editing version of the flow
where changes can be made, or in the page that describes the flow you can also
find the edit button on the top of the page which will allow you to edit the flow as
well.

Once the appropriate changes have been made, you can click on save which is
found on the top left of the editing page and the app will save the new version of
the flow.

Note: The canvas app of the project will not describe any errors it has encountered.
It serves merely as an interactive interface and is made primarily to run the codes
from the flow with its GUI. Therefore it is critical to examine the flow itself to see
if any problems have come up.


